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¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ¢ȅƴŜ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ 
Assembly on Climate Change, commissioned by the 
North of Tyne Combined Authority (NTCA).   
 
Climate change is an incredibly complex problem. 
Clearly, citizens must be at the centre of any 
solutions. The challenge is how to meaningfully 
involve citizens in identifying the ideas, strategies 
and actions needed. The NTCA has attempted to do 
ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ΨWhat 
should we do in the region to address climate 
change and its causes fairly, effectively and 
quickly?Ω. 
 
! /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ is an example of a deliberative 
process. This report explains the process followed to 
deliver this Assembly and in their own words the 
conclusions of the Assembly in the form of a 
statement and recommendations. 
 
On the evening of Wednesday, February 24th, 2021, 
forty-nine people from across the North of Tyne, 
aged between 15 and 87, sat in front of their 
computer screens to see each other for the first 
time.  A month later, after some thirty hours of 
discussion, learning, listening, challenging, arguing, 
sharing, and deliberating, they produced a set of 
thirty recommendations on how to address the 
climate emergency in our region. 

Early in the year, 10,000 letters were sent to 
randomly chosen addresses across the region 
inviting people to join the Assembly. Fifty 
participants were chosen to reflect the diversity of 
the local population, including views on climate 
change. The Assembly can be seen as a mini version 
of the North of Tyne. 
 
To help them in their work, the Assembly received 
presentations from ninŜǘŜŜƴ ΨŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǘƻǊǎΩΣ ƻǊ 
speakers, who they questioned or cross-examined. 
To ensure the process was robust, fair, and unbiased, 
an Oversight Panel which was independent of the 
NTCA, was formed to: 

¶ agree the recruitment methodology; 

¶ set the question that the Assembly were 
tasked with answering; 

¶ and identify commentators.  

 
The twelve strong Oversight Panel included 
representation from all three local authorities, 
academia, the private sector, the voluntary sector, 
and environmental groups. 
 
The process was designed and facilitated by the 
social enterprise Shared Future. Shared Future has 
ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎ 
and juries across the country.

Introduction  
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Mayor Jamie Driscoll 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭΦ  It is a global crisis and we have to act.  A challenge of this 
ǎŎŀƭŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ LŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻǇǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
our planet, we have to involve people from all backgrounds, and with all kinds of opinions. This is what we have 
ŘƻƴŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻƴ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜΦ Your lived experience tells us what we can do to make 
an impact here, now.   
  
άL ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ to have a say on this issue. So, can I give a massive thank you to the people 
who dedicated their time to our Citizens' Assembly. These generous people have pooled their collective wisdom 
and produced this list of recommendations. Between them, they are society. These recommendations reflect 
what the people of the North of Tyne want to see. 
  
άL ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭΦ 
Where it's under our control, we will act. Where we need to work with partners, we will. If a recommendation 
Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƳƛǘΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻōōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ   It is time to make 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦέ 

 

 
 
 
 

  

ά¢ƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǳǊƎŜƴǘΦ .ǳǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƛŦ 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ƛǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ hǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ tŀƴŜƭ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ 
broad mix of people on board: academics, activists, business, unions, volunteers, 
and our ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ 
bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ¢ȅƴŜ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜΦέ  
 
Mayor Jamie Driscoll   
 
Mayor Jamie Driscoll 
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Background

What is a Citizensõ 

Assembly? 
¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ¢ȅƴŜ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻƴ 
Climate Change is one of a growing number of 
similar processes aiming to meaningfully 
engage with citizens on how to address the challenge 
of the climate emergency. ¢ȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŀ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ 
Assembly brings together a diverse group of 
between forty and 150 members of the public to 
consider a particular question and produce a set of 

recommendations. The members, chosen through a 
lottery, reflect the diversity of the local population 

The NTCA is a partnership of three local 
authorities: Newcastle, North Tyneside, 
and Northumberland and a directly-elected 
Mayor. It stretches from the border with 
Scotland to the most southerly boundary of 
Northumberland and spans from the North 
Sea on the East coast to the border with 
Cumbria in the West. The population of the 
region is some 816,000 people in a mix of 
urban and rural communities.  
 
There is a mounting evidence base as to the 
increasing impacts of climate change and on 
the shifts in behaviour, culture and practice 
that will be needed to both reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions to avoid the 
worst effects of global warming and adapt 
to those which are now unavoidable.    
 
The NTCA has a convening role ς enabling 
conversations between citizens, 
communities and sectors about the type of 
economy and society they want in the 
future, and what can collectively be done 
make it happen ς including creating 
mechanisms to ensure their work is 
inclusive and that citizens have a real voice.  
It was on this basis, in February 2020 the 
NTCA Cabinet approved plans allocate 
£80,000 of funding to support the creation 
ƻŦ ŀ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻƴ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜΦ 
 


























































































